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113 . . .
Astronomy is an essentially passive

activity. We can only defect celestial
phenoumena by means of information falling to
us from the sky, mostly in the form of
electromagnetic radiation, Ironic/cosmology will
continue, of course, as long as we have poets
as imaginative and ambitious as Hawkings,
Linde, wheeler, and yes, Hoyle.

Their visions are both humbling, in that
they show the limited scope of our empirical
knowledge, and exhilirating, since they also
testify to the limitlessness of human
imagination.

At its best, ironic cosmology can keep
us awestruck. But it is not science.”’
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“There are two limits to knowledge one
was inaccessibility. We can never be sure about
the origin of the universe, for example, because
it is so distant from us both in space and time.
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“The other limit distortion, was much

worse. The world can deceive us into thinking
we understand it, when actually we do not. If we
could stand outside the universe, we would know
the limits to our knowledge; but we are trapped
inside the universe, and so our knowledge of

. . . . bl
our own limits must remain incomplete.

(X3 . . .
There exist situations where you are

unable to find out about the truth from the in-
side. But, simply by posing thought experi-
ments, we may find a way to transcend the lim-

its of perception.”
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