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We who have faith in God must cherish
the belief that even this indescribable calamity
there is a divine purpose that works for the good
of humanity. You may call me supersititious if
you like; but a man like me cannot but believe
that this earthquake is a divine chastisement sent

by God for our sins ...
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For me there is a vital connection between
the Bihar calamity and the untouchability
campaign. The Bihar calamity is a sudden and
accidental reminder of what we are and what God
is; but untouchability is a calamity handed down
to us from century to century. Itis a curse brought
upon ourselves by our own neglect of a portion
of Hindu humanity. Whilst this calamity in Bihar
damages the body, the calamity brought about
by untouchability corrodes the very soul.
Therefore, let this Bihar calamity be a reminder
to us that, whilst we have still a few more breaths
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left, we should purify ourselves of the taint of
untouchability and approach our Maker with

clean hearts.
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Itis all the more unfortunate, because this
kind of unscientific view is readily accepted by
large sections of our country men. | keenly feel
the inquity of it, when I am compelled to utter a
truism in asserting that physical catastrophes
have their inevitable and exclusive origin in cer-
tain combinations of physical facts. Unless we
believe in the inexomableness of the universal
law in the working of which God himself never
interferes, we find it impossible to justify his

ways on occasions like the one which has
sorely stricken us in an overwhelming manner

and scale.
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