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"Speak to the ordinary graduate of an Indian
University, or a student from Ceylon, of the ideas
of the Mahabharata-he will hasten to display his
knowledge of Shakespeare; talk to him of
religious philosophy-you find that he is an atheist
of the crude type common in Europe a generation
ago, and that not only has he no religion, but is
as lacking in philosophy as the average
Englishman; talk to him of Indian music-he will
produce a gramophone or a harmonium and
inflict upon you one or both; talk to him of Indian
dress or jewellery-he will tell you that they are
uncivillised and barbaric; talk to him of Indian art-
it is news to him that such a thing exist; ask him
to translate for you a letter written in his own
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mother-tongue-he does not know it. He is indeed
a stranger in his own land." (Modern Review,
Calcutta, Vol.4. Oct. 1908 p.338)
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"Why did Hindu art, and the treatment of Hindu
figure sculpture and iconography in particular,
present such problems of assimilation? In order to
seek the answer to his question it is necessary to
go beyond the eighteenth and ineteenth centuries
and back to the end of Middle Ages, because in
essence that was when attitudes were formed and
the germs of later reactions firmly planted. The
period from the middle of the thirteenth to the end of
the seventeenth century may be regarded as the
formative phase in the reception of Indian art."
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"The question is, how do we understand and
interpret these art-forms? Shall it be in terms of
Western Categories and terminologies as has been
the case for long with art history? Indian culture as
expresseed in its Sanskrit literature is perhaps the
richest in the world by way of theoretical reflection
on any aspect of art, not to mention other disciplines.
It is therefore high time to interpret the various
manifestations and cultural expressions in terms of
their own tradition. Therefore a through presentation
of the main sources for understandin the Arts is
essential."
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