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For civilised man, there can be no
absolute liberty and therefore the precise
determination of minimum unavoidable
limitations, the manner in which such
limitations have to be determined and the
safeguards for ensuring that such limitations
are not exceeded are of fundamental
importance. This is true particularly in a
democracy, as in a dictatorship, there can
be no real curb on the arbitary will of the
dictator except violent revolt. It is wrong to
think that even in a democracy, liberty is
automaticaly ensured because the
legislatures are elected by the people party
majorities in a democracy can be as
subversive of liberty as dictatorships.
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It is sad, however, to contemplate the
present situation in our country. Violence,
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discontent and unrest have become the order
of the day. Liberty does not mean
selfishness, licence, violence, injury to men
and property, discruption and dislocation of
work and service, corrupt practices and
indiscripline, high-handed and unsocial
behaviour. Society cannot be held to ransom
causing untold misery and loss, affecting
peace and prosperity, production and prices,
movement of men and goods.
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Contemporary Indian Law is, for the
most part, propably foreign in origin on
inspiration and it is notorionsly incongruent

with the attitudes and concerns of much of
the population which lives under it. However,

the present legal system is firmly established
and the likelihood of its replacement by a
revived 'indigenous' system is extremely small.
The modern Indian legal system, then presents
an instance of the apparent displacement of a
major intellectual and institutional complex
within a highly developed civilization by one
largely of foreign inspiration. ( Law and Society
in Modern India, 1989 P.15)
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