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Chairman’s note, 25

I have great pleasure in handing over this book of proceeding of the seminar “Wonderful World
of Insects” to you. The college has been organizing from last 6 years National seminars on various
modern subjects, which help students and teachers not only enrich their knowledge but also keep them
updated in modern technology era.

The subject “Wonderful World of Insects” chosen for this year’s seminar” will appeal to students
and adults not only to nature lovers but to others also. We know some of the common insects, however
many of us do not know many insects. There are well over 1 million different known species of insects
in the world. Some experts estimate that there might be as many as 10 million. For the first time in 87
years, researchers have discovered an insect that constitutes a new order. Even in the frozen extremes of
Arctica and Antartica you will find some insects alive and active during the warmer months.

While many types of insects, birds and animals seen in the home are unwanted intruders; others
play a vital role in pollinating plants and moving seeds from one place to another. In fact, without these
animal and insect helpers, most plants would be unable to reproduce. Insects perform a vast number of
important functions in our ecosystem. They aerate the soil, pollinate blossoms, and control insect and
plant pests, they also decompose dead materials, thereby reintroducing nutrients into the soil. Burrowing
insects such as ants and beetles dig tunnels that provide channels for water, benefiting the plants. Bees
play a major role in pollinating fruit trees and flower blossoms. Gardeners love the big-eyed bug and
praying mantis because they control the size of certain insect pest populations, such as aphids and
caterpillars, which feed on new plant growth. Finally, all insects fertilize the soil with the nutrients from
their droppings.

Butterflies by their innumerable designs and colors have attracted poets, writers and painters. |
wish this section could have been also devoted to this study. Butterflies have become part of human
literary and artistic creativity. The fossil studies also throw light on evolutionary process.

This seminar will throw light on varieties of insects, diverse group of insects, their lifestyle,
behaviours, habits and their usefulness to mankind with reference to medicinal use. This seminar will
also promote and encourage observational studies on insects. I am sure all stake holders will take the
benefit of this opportunity and make this seminar a grand success.

Dr. Vijay V. Bedekar
Chairman
Vidya Prasarak Mandal, Thane
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