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| have grest pleasurein handing over thisbook of proceeding of the seminar to you. The collegehasbeen
organizing National Seminarson various subjects, which hel p students and teachers, not only to enrich their
knowledge, but to broaden their approachtolifeitsalf. It makes process of education enjoyableand creative.

Thesubject chosenfor thisyear’sseminar isvery relevant today. Indian Philosophical traditionisancient but
not ‘old’. Itisnot speculativeand it differsdistinctly from Western philosophy on many accounts. It encompasses
thewholehuman existence. It hasgiven birth to massiveliterature. I ndian positive sciencesand arts, both fineand
performing, are deeply rooted inthistradition.

Nowonder it hasattracted and inspired many scientist and thinkers of the West. Schrodinger, Openheimer,
Heisenberg and David Bohm, all great scientists, who arethe architect of modern Western science, have openly
appreciated and accepted the debt of Indian philosophical principlesiningpiring their thought process. They did
not stop at thelevel of gppreciation but posed many awkward questions. David Bohm published hisfamous book
Wholenessand the Implicit Order intheyear 1980. The book isthought provoking, highly critical of Western
Philosophy and appreciative of Easter Philosophy. At one stageheasksboldly:

“Why then do we not drop our fragmentary Western approach and adopt these Eastern notionswhich
includenot only asdlf world view that deniesdivision and fragmentation but al so techniques of meditationthat lead
thewhol e processof mental operation non-verbally to the sort of quite state of orderly and smooth flow needed
to end fragmentation both inthe actual process of thought and initscontent?’

Such examplesare numerous.

What wasrelevant in the 20" century ismorerel evant today. We Indians need to learn and unlearn more of
our richtradition than West. Indiaisdreaming to lead theworld economicaly. If thisdreamisto be achieving, we
should arisefrom our amnesiaand appreciatethe strength of our Philosophical moorings. | am suretheproceedings
of thisseminar will throw light on many dark cornersand wewould bericher in knowledge by theend of theday.

Thankingyou,

Vijay Bedekar
Charman,
VidyaPrasarak Mandal.




