FromthePrincipal’sdesk

Indiahasarich philosophica heritageright from the Vedic-Upanishadicto the Scholastic period. Commentaries
over commentarieswerewritten. Schoolsand sub-schoolsof philosophical thought wereformed. Sectsand sub-
sectstook birth asper the need and demands of thetime, and theamount of freedom the schol ars exercised.

I ndian phil osophical thought reached its pinnacleduring that phase. Scholarsfromall over theworld cameto
Indiato learn, understand and take back these scholarly ideas. But, at the sametime, therewasaneed to smplify
and re-write Indian philosophy as per the demand of the circumstances, mainly socio- political. For example,
Jnaneshwar wrote Jnaneshwari and brought Bhagvadgita to the common man. Tuls daswrote Ramacharitamanas
to simplify Valmiki’s Ramayana for smpleminds. Swami Vivekanandahad to give the concept of Practical
Vedanta for depressed, ignored andilliterate peopl e of Indiaduring pre-independence. He converted the abstract,
Idealistic philosophy of Advaita Viedantainto aclear, smpleand optimisticform.

Similarly, the confused Indian of the 21% century has so called education, money and status. Heisalso
science and technology friendly. Heis not like the pre-independence Indian, or one during the independence
struggle. Today, he may not have knowledge or wisdom as such, but he doeshavealot of information. He has
degree, money, status and freedom-at least political, economic and socia. But heistotally confused, stressed,
depressed, bombarded by an dien culture. Heisaone. Heisbreaking down and losing faith in theimportance of
ingtitutionslikemarriage, family, religion. Today hehaseverything but heisempty. Heisinthemidst of acrowd but
lonely. Hehaslearnt the meansto achieve many things but is confused and therefore misusesthose means.

Heneedshep, directionand vision.

Need for Renaissance

Thus, onceagain, thereisthe need to go back to our originals. Rethinking and re-understanding of what our
enlightened and visionary thinkershad said. And hencethe need for aRenai ssance of ancient Indian thought.

L et usgo back and seewhat our ancestorstaught. They have thought and discussed most of the problems
at indiv.Let usunderstand and put it in the form of today’slanguage, so that wewill be ableto re-built and re-
gructuredl theingtitutionswhich man has started destroying and demolishing.

L et usbegin by trying to understand what was meant when the Indian visionariessaid :

1.  Aanobhadrakratavo yantra vishvatah (Let all noblethoughts
AnZn~DnHVdn "V {deV. &  cometo usfrom every side)

2. Ni shkarpa kar maAttfachment-free actl on)
H_0 ~{07%. fh \ib £ Sdr _zi{fULl
OY_~YY{d{Z_©%. nX JANFYE‘Zm_\_ It

3. Karmaphalatyaga (Surrendering thefruitsof one' sactions)
HE>d{YHaiv 1 \SbF HXMZk (Your rightisonly over actionnot at al onthefruits.)
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4.  Yoga

{Mncl{in{Zany (Control of ong’smind and nature)
5. Purushartha (Aimsof life)
6. Rna (Debts)
7.  Ashramdharma (Stagesof life)
8. Ahimsa (Non-violence)
Athgnna ny_. Non-violenceisthehighest dharma
9. Yatra naryastu pyj yante ramante tatra devataha
S 207 AV nATYV a YV Xdva. (Wherewomen areworshipped, therethe Godsreside)
10. Ekam sat vipra bahudha vadanti (TheUltimateisonly one(but)
EHS gV {dan ~hYn. dXpV fi Peoplecall himasmany
11.  Aham brahmasmi (I am Brahman)
Ah ~=mii_d
12. Tat twam as (Youarethat)
Vid_{gh
13. Moksa, Nirvang, Kaivalya
kiZoxd V Hidé™ (Liberationisonly dueto knowledge)
14.  Sarvamukti (Liberationof all)
15. Sat-Cit-Ananda
16. Vasudhaiva kgtumbakam (Thewholeworldisonefamily)
dgYd HiQ&~H;_
17. Sarvadharmg samabhava (All religionsareequal)
gdY_g_"d. &

18 . Sarveapi sukhina santu, sarve santu niramaya, sarve bhadrani pashyantu, ma kashchidapnuyat.
gdéfn o{1Z. gV gd gV {Zar_"n. k.
gd 7D{U niMV _n H{OX. 118z 16

(May everyone be happy, may everyone be hedthy, may everyone seegood, may nobody attain sorrow!)

Questions

1. Arethereonly clichesto be mouthed on suitable occasionsto glorify theIndian traditions? Or

2. Arethey really pathwaystofollow, if suitably reinterpreted to suit the modern times?

3. Canthey offer valid solutionsfor personal and social problemsof the Indian of the 21% century?

Thereisaneed for rethinking and revisiting these, and rel ated, Indian philosophical concepts of ancient
timesto answer these questions.

Hencethisseminar.




