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¥,
ot Chairman’sMesssage

| have great pleasurein handing over thisbook of proceeding of the seminar to you. The college hasbeen
organizing National Seminarson various subjects, which help students and teachers, not only to enrich their
knowledge, but to broaden their approachtolifeitsalf. It makes process of education enjoyableand creative.

Thesubject chosenfor thisyear’sseminar isvery relevant today. Indian Philosophical traditionisancient but
not ‘old’. Itisnot speculativeand it differsdistinctly from Western philosophy on many accounts. It encompasses
thewholehuman existence. It hasgiven birth to massiveliterature. I ndian positive sciencesand arts, both fineand
performing, are deeply rooted inthistradition.

Nowonder it hasattracted and inspired many scientist and thinkers of the West. Schrodinger, Openheimer,
Heisenberg and David Bohm, all great scientists, who arethe architect of modern Western science, have openly
appreciated and accepted the debt of Indian philosophical principlesiningpiring their thought process. They did
not stop at thelevel of gppreciation but posed many awkward questions. David Bohm published hisfamous book
Wholenessand the Implicit Order intheyear 1980. The book isthought provoking, highly critical of Western
Philosophy and appreciative of Easter Philosophy. At onestageheasksboldly:

“Why then do we not drop our fragmentary Western approach and adopt these Eastern notionswhich
includenot only asdlf world view that deniesdivision and fragmentation but al so techniques of meditation that lead
thewhol e processof menta operation non-verbally to the sort of quite state of orderly and smooth flow needed
to end fragmentation both inthe actual processof thought and initscontent?’

Such examplesare numerous.

What wasrelevant in the 20" century ismorerel evant today. We Indians need to learn and unlearn more of
our richtradition than West. Indiaisdreaming to lead theworld economicaly. If thisdreamisto be achieving, we
should arisefrom our amnesiaand appreciatethe strength of our Philosophical moorings. | am suretheproceedings
of thisseminar will throw light on many dark cornersand wewould bericher in knowledge by theend of theday.

Thankingyou,

Vijay Bedekar
Charman,
VidyaPrasarak Mandal.




FromthePrincipal’sdesk

Indiahasarich philosophica heritageright from the Vedic-Upanishadicto the Scholastic period. Commentaries
over commentarieswerewritten. Schoolsand sub-schoolsof philosophical thought wereformed. Sectsand sub-
sectstook birth asper the need and demands of thetime, and the amount of freedom the schol ars exercised.

I ndian phil osophical thought reached its pinnacleduring that phase. Scholarsfromall over theworld cameto
Indiato learn, understand and take back these scholarly ideas. But, at the sametime, therewasaneed to ssmplify
and re-write Indian philosophy as per the demand of the circumstances, mainly socio- political. For example,
Jnaneshwar wrote Jnaneshwari and brought Bhagvadgita to the common man. Tuls daswrote Ramacharitamanas
to simplify Valmiki’s Ramayana for smpleminds. Swami Vivekanandahad to givethe concept of Practical
Vedanta for depressed, ignored andilliterate peopl e of Indiaduring pre-independence. He converted the abstract,
Idealistic philosophy of Advaita Viedantainto aclear, smpleand optimisticform.

Similarly, the confused Indian of the 21% century has so called education, money and status. Heisalso
science and technology friendly. Heisnot like the pre-independence Indian, or one during theindependence
struggle. Today, he may not have knowledge or wisdom as such, but he doeshavealot of information. He has
degree, money, status and freedom-at least political, economic and socia. But heistotally confused, stressed,
depressed, bombarded by andien culture. Heisaone. Heisbreaking down and losing faith in theimportance of
ingtitutionslikemarriage, family, religion. Today hehaseverything but heisempty. Heisinthemidst of acrowd but
lonely. Hehaslearnt the meansto achieve many things but isconfused and therefore misusesthose means.

Heneedshep, directionand vision.

Need for Renaissance

Thus, onceagain, thereisthe need to go back to our originals. Rethinking and re-understanding of what our
enlightened and visionary thinkershad said. And hencethe need for aRenai ssance of ancient Indian thought.

L et usgo back and seewhat our ancestorstaught. They have thought and discussed most of the problems
at indiv.Let usunderstand and put it in the form of today’slanguage, so that wewill be ableto re-built and re-
gructureal theingtitutionswhich man has started destroying and demolishing.

L et usbegin by trying to understand what was meant when the Indian visionariessaid :

1.  Aanobhadrakratavo yantra vishvatah (Let all noblethoughts
AnZn~DnHVdn "V {deV. &  cometo usfrom every side)

2. Ni shkarpa kar maAttfachment-free actl on)
H_0 ~{070%. fh \ib £ Sdr _zi{fULl
OY_~YY{d{Z_©%. nX JANFYE‘Zm_\_ It

3. Karmaphalatyaga (Surrendering thefruitsof one' sactions)
HE>d{YHaiv 1 \SbF HXiMZk (Your rightisonly over actionnot at al onthefruits.)
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4.  Yoga

{Mncl{in{Zany (Control of ong’smind and nature)
5. Purushartha (Aimsof life)
6. Rna (Debts)
7.  Ashramdharma (Stagesof life)
8. Ahimsa (Non-violence)
Athgnna ny_. Non-violenceisthehighest dharma
9. Yatra naryastu pyj yante ramante tatra devataha
S 207 AV nATYV a YV Xdva. (Wherewomen areworshipped, therethe Godsreside)
10. Ekam sat vipra bahudha vadanti (TheUltimateisonly one(but)
EHS gV {dan ~hYn. dXpV fi Peoplecall himasmany
11.  Aham brahmasmi (I am Brahman)
Ah ~=mii_d
12. Tat twam as (Youarethat)
Vid_{gh
13. Moksa, Nirvang, Kaivalya
kiZoxd V Hidé™ (Liberationisonly dueto knowledge)
14.  Sarvamukti (Liberationof all)
15. Sat-Cit-Ananda
16. Vasudhaiva kgtumbakam (Thewholeworldisonefamily)
dgYd HiQ&~H;_
17. Sarvadharmg samabhava (All religionsareequal)
gdY_g_"d. &

18 . Sarveapi sukhina santu, sarve santu niramaya, sarve bhadrani pashyantu, ma kashchidapnuyat.
gdéfn o{1Z. gV gd gV {Zar_"n. k.
gd 7D{U niMV _n H{OX. 118z 16

(May everyone be happy, may everyone be hedthy, may everyone seegood, may nobody attain sorrow!)

Questions

1. Arethereonly clichesto be mouthed on suitable occasionsto glorify theIndian traditions? Or

2. Arethey really pathwaystofollow, if suitably reinterpreted to suit the modern times?

3. Canthey offer valid solutionsfor personal and social problemsof the Indian of the 21% century?

Thereisaneed for rethinking and revisiting these, and rel ated, Indian philosophical concepts of ancient
timesto answer these questions.

Hencethisseminar.




Prof. P.R. Bhat

Message

This seminar increases our self-awareness about our own activity and
this awareness helps us produce creative philosophy. A creative work

helps us to relate ourselves meaningfully with our tradition and with
our neighbours.

| wish the seminar all success.
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Programmefor the National Seminar on
| ndian Philosophy: It’sRelevanceln The21% Century

Friday 18" January 2008

9.00amto9.45am Registration & Breakfast
Inaugural Session Chairperson: Shri. S. V. Karandikar
9.45t09.55am. Lighting of Lamp, Prayer song and I nauguration of Seminar
9.55t010.15am. Welcome Address by

Prin. Dr. (Mrs.) S.A. Singh
10.15t011.00am. Key-note Address by Dr. R. Balasubramanian
11.00to11.05am. Vote of ThanksProf. (Mrs) R. S. Rane

Tea

Chairperson: Dr. R. Balasubramanian

11.15t011.45p.m. Prof. S. Panneerselvam Hermeneutical Reading of Indian Philosophy

11.50t012.20p.m. Dr. (Mrs)) Gauri Mahulikar ~ Indian Philosophy: The Master-Key to Global Harmony

12.25t012.55p.m. Dr.P.R. Bhat Indian Philosophy: A Pleafor doing Creative Philosophy
SESSIONI I

Chairperson: Prof. S. Panneerselvam
Co-chairperson: Prof. (Mrs.) S. A. Naik

1.00t01.20 p.m. Dr. KokilaShah Relevance of Non-Violencein the Modern World with special
referenceto Jainism
1.20t01.40 p.m. Mrs. Asawari Bapat Ahimsa: Theforemost duty of aking
1.40t02.00 p.m. Dr. Kamini Gogri Indian Philosophy in 21st Century - JainaView
2.15t02.45p.m. Lunch
SESSION 111

Chairperson:Dr. P. R. Bhat
Co-chairperson: Dr. Kokila Shah

2.45t03.05pm Dr.R. S.Khakar The Ashramavyavasthain Ancient India (With special
reference to Mahabharata)
3.05t03.25pm Ms. Sneha Sharma Purusharthas - Aimsof Life
3.25t03.45pm Prof. Sangeeta Pande The theory of purushartha with reference to Kathopanishad
3.45t04.05pm Prof. P. Seshadri Purusharthas as an Answer to Existential Crises
4.05t04.15p.m. Tea
SESSION |V

Chairperson:Dr. (Mrs.) Gauri Mahulikar
Co-chairperson: Prof. (Mrs.) S. H. Doshi

4.15t04.35p.m. Dr. Uma Shankar Yatra naryastu pujyante ramamnte tatra devataha - Where women
are worshipped there the Gods reside
4.35t04.55p.m. Mrs. Nutan Madiwal Contemporary relevance of the Yoga sutras to human life

4.55t05.15p.m. Dr. SharmilaVirkar Gita Rahasya- A Fusion Philosophy?




Saturday 19th January 2008
9.30t010.15am Justice B. N. Srikrishna Ethics and Law: Areas of Connects and Disconnects
SYMPOSIUM
Chairperson: JusticeB. N. Srikrishna
10.30t012.30pm Texts, Tradition & Methods of Indian Philosophy
Speakers: Dr. R. Balasubramanian

Dr. S. Panneerselvam

Dr. S.E. Bhelkey
Dr. P R. Bhat
12.30t01.00pm Discussion
SESSION|
Chairperson:Dr. SE. Bhelkey
Co-chairperson: Dr. Uma Shankar
1.00t01.20pm Dr. Mariano Iturbe Theimportance of Self- Knowledge and Knowledge of
the Self : An Analysisfrom the view-point of Ramanuja
1.20t01.40pm Prof. (Mrs.) NamitaNimbalkar Satyagraha as the Gandhian solution to Resolve Conflict
1.40t02.00 pm Dr. Tabassum Sheikh Influence of Indian Philosophy on Mahatma Gandhi’s
Strugglefor aSecular India
2.00t02.30pm Lunch Break
SESSION ||
Chairperson: Prof. P. Seshadri
Co-chairperson: Prof. (Ms.) C.B. Kore
2.45t03.05p.m. Mrs. Devaki Kutty Business at its Pinnacle
3.05t03.25p.m. Dr. M. S. Kurhade No One Religion Holds The Keys of Heaven
3.25t03.45p.m. Mrs. SunitaK. K. Modern Trendsin Environmental Jurisprudence: Ethics & Practices
SESSION I
4.15pm onwards

Concluding Session

Felicitation of the speakersat
the Pre-confer enceworkshops

Chairperson’sRemarks Prin.Dr.(Mrs.) ShakuntalaA. Singh
Delegates Comments

Voteof Thanks Prof.(Mrs) R. S.Rane
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